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In Which Mike Nozzolio Gets Tim Kennedy To Support Seat 63 In NYC

By Nick Reisman
February 17, 2012 at 1:39 pm
Every now and then it’s apparent why Republicans made Sen. Mike Nozzolio their front man on redistricting and this video forwarded over to me by a GOP source is a good illustration.

At Legislative Task Force on Redistricting meeting in Buffalo this week, Sen. Tim Kennedy, a freshman Democrat, tries to make the point that the 63rd Senate district that’s being carved out of the Capital Region is unconstitutional and disenfranchises minority voters.

And he then pivots back to an argument Common Cause has made — namely that if there is a new Senate district, it should go to where there has actually been a population increase. It’s an impolitic argument to make for an upstate Democrat. The Republican source compared it to a Bill Stachowski moment, who Kennedy defeated in a primary.

Kennedy: “I’m disappointed with the addition of the 63rd Senate seat, besides adding to the cost of government, it was put in a place that has no impact on western New York and quite frankly has no impact on the population shift in New York state and if there was going to be an additional seat added that despite the fact that I disagree with you that the Constitution was in fact violated and you say that it was not violated — the fact that this additional seat adding to the cost and size of government was added to a place in the Capital Region rather than a place where distinctly the population grew down in New York City I believe was based upon the fact that had an additional district been added in the city where the population shift had come from it would have included that seat being an additional minority seat and that is why it was put up in the Capital Region and rather than in the New York City area.

Nozzolio: “So Senator, just so I’m clear you would rather see, you would prefer … that that Senate be placed in New York City?”

There’s some crosstalk after that, with Kennedy making the point that the new district “continues to disenfranchise communities of color.”

Nozzolio finishes with this flourish:

Kennedy: I am on record calling for LATFOR to follow the Constitution number one. Number two, I am on record calling for LATFOR to reduce the size and cost of government.

Nozzolio: You also are on record saying clearly that if an additional Senate seat must be created, it should be created in New York City. Thank you, senator.

Naturally Senate Democrats see it differently.

Says spokesman Mike Murphy: “The Senate Republicans are showing how desperate they are to hold on to power. The 63rd seat is unconstitutional. No matter what kind of game the Senate Republicans are playing, the cannot continue to shred the Constitution.”

The exchange starts aronud the 13-minute mark.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TLQSi4U9XFs&feature=player_embedded
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